The Secret Treaty of Bjorkoe          53
On account of the difficulties existing between Sweden
and Norway that year, th-j German Emperor had given
up his usual voyage to the Norwegian fjords and was
criming in the Baltic, off the Swedish coast. At the
?ame time, the Czar had betaken himself to the waters
of the Finland archipelago, near Viborjr, seeking rest
after the emotion ar;d fatigue of that anxious summer
in Russia. On the 23rd cf July the world was surprised
by the urJ',,njI;L4d-for appearance of the Kaiser, on board
the HobrnzvlL'Tn, in the roads of Bjorkoe, where the
Czar's yacht Pde Star was anchored at the time. There
It was that the famous Interview took place and the
secret treaty was signed that has aroused such wide-
spread interest and comment since its disclosure by
the Russian revolutionary Government.
It has been proved beyond all doubt that the Bjorkoe
interview Vv\:? adroitly brought about by Emperor
William, in -rite nf the claims of the German Press,
inspired by the Wilhelmvtrasse* attributing the initiative
to the Czar. The telegraphic correspondence between
the sovereigns of itself is sufficient to establish the
truth, but there are these other circumstances to be
taken into account, namely, that the German Emperor
knew very well that the Czar had only his family and
personal entourage at Bjorkoe ; that Count Lamsdorff,
whose opposition he had good reason to fear, was not
included in his sovereign's suite; it was imperative
to forestall his being summoned from St. Petersburg,
only a few hours away. Finally, when proposing in his
telegrams to visit the Czar, the Kaiser imposed the
utmost secrecy as to his project, and the secret wras so
well guarded that no one on board the HohenzolUrn^
nor in Germany, and still less in Russia, knew a word of
it until the last moment. In a telegram dated the